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ESQUIMALT, British Columbia (NNS) -- The namesake of the U.S. 
Navy’s newest class of guided-missile destroyer USS Zumwalt (DDG 1000), arrived 
in Esquimalt, March 11.  “We are excited for this opportunity to visit Canada and 
further strengthen the close partnership between our navies and communities,” 
said Capt. Andrew Carlson, Zumwalt’s commanding officer. “By working together 
with partners like the Royal Canadian Navy, we help ensure the security, stability 
and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region.” 
 
The visit is an opportunity for the crew to experience the hospitality of the Canadian 
port, as well as showcase the U.S. Navy’s newest class of destroyers. 
 
During the scheduled port visit, Zumwalt is slated to host Canadian Forces, Marine 
Forces Pacific Commander, Rear. Adm. Bob Auchterlonie, and U.S. Consul General 
in Vancouver Katherine S. Dhanani.  The Zumwalt-class destroyer is capable of 
performing the critical maritime missions of deterrence and power projection and 
creating battlespace complexity for adversaries with its abilities to operate both 
near to shore and in the open sea. 

 
 
 
Zumwalt is 100 
feet longer and 13 
feet wider than 
the Arleigh Burke-
class destroyer at 
610 feet long, 
providing the 
space required to 
execute a wider 
array of surface, 
undersea, and 
aviation missions. 
 

Zumwalt is under operational control of U.S. 3rd Fleet. Third Fleet leads naval 
forces in the Pacific and provides the realistic, relevant training necessary for an 
effective global Navy. Third Fleet coordinates with U.S. 7th Fleet to plan and 
execute missions based on their complementary strengths to promote ongoing 
peace, security, and stability throughout the entire Pacific theater of operations. 
 



For more news from U.S. Pacific Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/cpf/. 
 
 

Webmaster’s Note: Elmo Russell "Bud" 
Zumwalt Jr. (November 29, 1920 – January 2, 2000) was a United 
States Navy officer and the youngest person to serve as Chief of 
Naval Operations. As an admiral and later the 19th Chief of Naval 
Operations, Zumwalt played a major role in United States military 
history, especially during the Vietnam War. A decorated war veteran, 
Zumwalt reformed United States Navy personnel policies in an effort 
to improve enlisted life and ease racial tensions. After he retired from 
a 32-year navy career. 
 
The "Z-gram" was the semi-official title for policy directives issued by 
Elmo Zumwalt as Chief of Naval Operations (CNO).[8] Many of these 
directives were efforts to reform outdated policies potentially 
contributing to difficulties recruiting and retaining qualified naval personnel during the period of 
United States withdrawal from the Vietnam War, hence the “Z” in the ship’s crest. 

 
 The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) is the head of the United States 
Navy. The position is a statutory office (10 U.S.C. § 5033) held by a four-star 
admiral who is a military adviser and deputy to the Secretary of the Navy. In 
a separate capacity as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (10 
U.S.C. § 151) the CNO is a military adviser to the National Security Council, 
the Homeland Security Council, the Secretary of Defense, and the President.  

 

Despite the title, the CNO does not have operational command authority over 
Naval forces. The CNO is an administrative position based in the Pentagon, 
and exercises supervision of Navy organizations as the designee of the 
Secretary of the Navy. Operational command of naval forces falls within the 
purview of the Combatant Commanders who report to the Secretary of 
Defense. 
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