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From USS Gravely Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN (NNS) -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS 
Gravely (DDG 107) responded to a sailboat in distress at approximately 6:30 p.m., 
Oct. 21. Gravely was in the area participating in a composite training unit exercise 
(COMPTUEX) when it responded to a real-world distress call over VHF radio. 
The sailboat’s sail fouled its propeller, but no medical assistance or emergency 
supplies were required. Gravely remained near the sailboat until a Coast Guard ship 
arrived to further assist. 
 
“We were very happy to ensure the safety of the people in need," said Cmdr. Justin 
Hodges, commanding officer, USS Gravely. "It speaks well of the Gravely team to 
be able to quickly switch mindsets from the training scenario to rendering real-
world assistance.”  
 

COMPTUEX is a Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 4 led final pre-
deployment exercise that 
certifies the combined naval 
units’ abilities to conduct 
military operations at sea and 
project power ashore through 
joint planning and execution of 
challenging and realistic 
training scenarios. CSG 4 
mentors, trains and assesses 
East Coast units preparing for 
future deployments. 
  
For more news from Navy Public 
Affairs Support Element, 
visit www.navy.mil/local/npasehq/. 

 

Webmaster’s Note: USS Gravely (DDG-107) is an Arleigh Burke-
class guided missile destroyer in the United States Navy.   She is named after Vice Admiral Samuel 
L. Gravely, Jr.   After receiving basic training at Naval Station Great Lakes, Illinois, Gravely entered 
the V-12 Navy College Training Program at the University of California, Los Angeles.   Upon 
graduating from UCLA, he completed Midshipmen's School at Columbia University and was 
commissioned an ensign on November 14, 1944.   His commission came only eight months after the 
"Golden Thirteen" became the first African-American officers in the U.S. Navy. 
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